APPENDIX  D

THE RELIGIONS OF CHINA

THE present religions sprang from three primitive
sources. First of all was that of animism, or the
worship of spirits, good and bad, and the personified
powers of Nature.1 Secondly came that ancestor
worship which has played such a powerful part in
shaping the religious life of all Asia. Thirdly, we find
a rude polytheism with a tendency toward monotheism,
as some departed head of a clan or emperor was gradually
transformed by his worshippers into the Emperor of
Heaven, conceived as a personal God. From these
primitive sources China's three religions have been
gradually evolved.

Confucianism may be defined as an official system
of personal and political morality founded on ancestor
worship, codified and nationalized by Confucius. It is
not what Matthew Arnold would call " morality touched
with emotion " : rather it is morality untouched with"
emotion. Confucius was the concrete embodiment of
the civilization of Ms race, the culmination of the
development of the Chinese mind, in the matter of
ethics, politics and literature. Largely ignoring G-od,

1 The Religion of the Chinese, J. J. M. De Groot, Ph.D., p. 31.
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